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ducecl by a stitch. As in all our fistula operations, we used here also the finest number of Chinese silk, and, indeed, in most of the sutures single, only in a few we used it doubled. For the aftertreatment the catheter was not kept in permanently; it was not even once used to empty the bladder now and then.
The patient passed her urine of her own accord into a basin pushed under her. In the course of the treatment there occurred two disturbing causes to the cure, namely, diphtheritis after the third, and a hieinorrhage after the last operation. The diphtheritis of the vagina frustrated not only the result of the third operation, but effected also a further loss of substance, which enlarged again considerably the already much-lessened fistula. Also the after-bleeding from the vagina was very disquieting, for it made the patient anemic, and by the dilating of the vagina, which was necessary in searching after the bleeding point, and in the application of the means for the stopping of the blood, tearings on the newly united edges of the wound could scarcely be avoided. But still, in the last instance, they did not injure the successful result.
The healing of this fistula with so exceptionally thin walls ought to be a new demonstration of the correctness of the aftertreatment without the catheter lying permanently in the parts, which I introduced into surgery. 
